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Britain ever realized that it had been placed surreptitiously at their
feet.
By this time, however, a new force had made itself manifest in
>tewart j^^ poetics, and a new " movement" had been inaugurated.
ame Isaac Butt passed away, a weary and disappointed man, in 1879.
His nominal successor in the leadership of the Home Rule Party was
Mr. Shaw, but sometime before Butt's death a new leader had leapt
to the front in the person of Charles Stewart Parnell.
Mr. Parneil was an Irish landowner of gentle birth ; on his father's
side an Anglo-Celt, on his mother's an American.1 He had none of
the anfts of the demagogue, least of all the Irish demagogue ; no
natural gift of speech, no sensibility, no passion. But he was a born
leader of men, and he acquired in high degree the art of parliamentary
tactics. Watchful, acute, restrained, he rarely made a blunder in
the House of Commons, and never missed an opportunity. For
English politicians and English people he had a genuine contempt,
mingled with a hatred which was as near passionate as any feeling
he could entertain. To his Irish confederates his attitude was one
of consistent hauteur and aloofness. Inscrutable as Disraeli, he was
as absolute in authority as Gladstone. He was only just of age 2
when his sympathies were excited by the execution of the Fenian
prisoners in Manchester.
A visit to America (1871) confirmed both his sympathy for
Feniamsm and his hatred of England. He entered Parliament in
1875, took the measure of that assembly in a moment, and within
two years was one of the most powerful forces in the House. He
decided from the first that Home Rule must be achieved by tactics
at Westminster and by agitation in Ireland and America. For Eng-
lish: opinion he cared nothing, and he set himself deliberately to defy
and to degrade the House of Commons by a pokey of obstruction.
In 1878 he cemented an alliance with the Clan-na-Gael or " New
Fenians ** by a second visit to America, and convinced the Irish-
Americans, for the first time, of the efficacy of parharm itary action.
In the &ame year he found a valuable, though not entirely congenial,
ally in an ex-convict, Michael Davitt, recently released on tieket-of-
leave from Dartmoor where he had been serving a term of imprison-
ment for being concerned with the secret importation of fire-arms
into the kingdom. Davitt was not only a separatist but a socialist,
a disciple of Henry George,3 and convinced that the sovereign remedy
for the economic and social disease of Ireland was the nationalization
of the land. With this particular prescription Parnell had no
1 His mother, Delia Stewart, was a daughter of an American Commander who
played a prominent part in the war ot 1812 against England,
* Born at Avondale, 1846.
3 I am not, of course, unaware of the fact that many of the disciples of Henry
Oorge disclaim for themselves and their master the term " bocialist," and deny
that thesr proposals tend to " nationalization ".